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Anthropology 
 
Methods of Desire: Language, Morality, and Effect in Neoliberal Indonesia / 
Aurora Donzelli 
Honolulu, Hawaii: University of Hawaii Press, 2019 
xiv, 224p. ; 10 b&w illustrations, 2 maps. 
Includes Index ; Bibliographical references 
9780824878290 

1. Toraja language ‒ Social aspects. 
2. Toraja (Indonesian people) ‒ Communication. 
3. Will ‒ Anthropological aspects. 
4. Neoliberalism ‒ Indonesia. 

$ 68.00 / HB 
496gm. 
 
Book Details: 
Since the Asian financial crisis of the late 1990s, Indonesia has undergone a 
radical program of administrative decentralization and neoliberal reforms. 
In Methods of Desire, author Aurora Donzelli explores these changes through 
an innovative perspective̶one that locates the production of neoliberalism in 
novel patterns of language use and new styles of affect display. Building on 
almost two decades of fieldwork, Donzelli describes how the growing influence 
of transnational lending agencies is transforming the ways in which people 
desire and voice their expectations, intentions, and entitlements within the 
emergent participatory democracy and restructuring of Indonesia’s political 
economy. She argues that a largely overlooked aspect of the Era 
Reformasi concerns the transition from a moral regime centered on the 
expectation that desires should remain hidden to a new emphasis on the public 
expression of individuals’ aspirations. 
The book examines how the large-scale institutional transformations that 
followed the collapse of the Suharto regime have impacted people’s lives and 
imaginations in the relatively remote and primarily rural Toraja highlands of 
Sulawesi. A novel concept of the individual as a bundle of audible and 
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measurable desires has emerged, one that contrasts with the deep-rooted 
reticence toward the expression of personal preferences. The spreading of 
foreign discursive genres such as customer satisfaction surveys, training 
sessions, electoral mission statements, and fundraising auctions, and the 
diffusion of new textual artifacts such as checklists, flowcharts, and workflow 
diagrams are producing forms of citizenship, political participation, and moral 
agency that contrast with the longstanding epistemologies of secrecy typical of 
local styles of knowledge and power. Donzelli’s long-term ethnographic study 
examines how these foreign protocols are being received, absorbed, and 
readapted in a peripheral community of the Indonesian archipelago. 
Combining a telescopic perspective on our contemporary moment with a 
microscopic analysis of conversational practices, the author argues that the 
managerial forms of political rationality and the entrepreneurial morality 
underwriting neoliberal apparatuses proliferate through the working of small 
cogs, that is, acts of speech. By examining these concrete communicative 
exchanges, she sheds light on both the coherence and inconsistency underlying 
the worldwide diffusion of market logic to all domains of life. 
http://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=667578 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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History  
 
After The Tsunami: Disaster Narratives and the Remaking of Everyday Life in 
Aceh / Annemarie Samuels 
Honolulu, Hawaii: University of Hawaii Press, 2019 
xiv, 200p. ; 5 b&w illustrations, 1 map. 
Includes Index ; Bibliographical references 
9780824878269 

1. India Ocean Tsunami, 2004 ‒ Personal narratives. 
2. Tsunami relief ‒ Indonesia ‒ Aceh. 
3. Disaster victims ‒ Rehabilitation ‒ Indonesia ‒ Aceh. 
4. Tsunamis ‒ Social aspects ‒ Indonesia ‒ Aceh. 
5. Grief ‒ Indonesia ‒ Aceh ‒ Religious aspects ‒ Islam. 
6. Aceh (Indonesia) ‒ Social conditions. 

$ 68.00 / HB 
460gm. 
 
The 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami caused immense destruction and over 170,000 
deaths in the Indonesian province of Aceh. The disaster spurred large-scale 
social and political changes in Aceh, including the intensified implementation 
of shari‘a law and an end to the long separatist conflict. After the 
Tsunami explores Acehnese survivors’ experiences of the deadly waves and the 
subsequent reconstruction process through the stories they tell about the 
disaster. Narratives, author Annemarie Samuels argues, are both a window 
onto the process of remaking everyday life and an essential component of it. 
Building on long-term ethnographic fieldwork, Samuels shows how the 
everyday work of recovery is indispensable for any large-scale reconstruction 
effort to succeed. Recovery is an ambiguous process in which grief remains as 
life goes on, where optimism and disappointment, remembering and forgetting, 
structural poverty and the rhetoric of success are often intertwined in 
individual and social worlds. Such paradoxes are key and form a thread 
through the five chapters of the book. Addressing post-disaster reconstruction 
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from the survivors’ perspectives opens up space for criticism of post-disaster 
governance without reducing the discussion of recovery to top-down 
interventions. Individual histories, emotions, creativity, and ways of being in 
the world, the author argues, inform the remaking of worlds as much as social, 
political, and cultural transformations do. 
After the Tsunami is a provocative and highly significant contribution to 
studies of humanitarian aid and disaster, psychological anthropology, narrative 
studies, and scholarly studies of Indonesia and Southeast Asia. Its elegant style, 
pointed theorizing, and moving ethnographic descriptions will draw readers 
into Acehnese lifeworlds and politics. Its narratives attest to Acehnese ways of 
living with loss, within and across a history of colonial and postcolonial 
violence and suffering and a present of political uncertainty and hope. 
http://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=667580 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Performing Arts 
 
Sino-Indonesian Performance and Public Display: Minority Stages / Josh 
Stenberg (Series Ed) Frederick Lau 
Music and Performing Arts of Asia and Pacific Series 
Honolulu, Hawaii: University of Hawaii Press, 2019 
xvi, 258p. ; 22 b&w illustrations, 3 maps. 
Includes Index ; Bibliographical references 
9780824876715 

1. Ethnic theatre ‒ Indonesia. 
2. Chinese ‒ Indonesia ‒ Social life and customs. 
3. Performing arts ‒ Indonesia. 

$ 68.00 / HB 
544gm. 
 
Minority Stages: Sino-Indonesian Performance and Public Display offers 
intriguing new perspectives on historical and contemporary Sino-Indonesian 
performance. For the first time in a major study, this community’s diverse 
performance practices are brought together as a family of genres. Combining 
fieldwork with evidence from Indonesian, Chinese, and Dutch primary and 
secondary sources, Josh Stenberg takes a close look at Chinese Indonesian self-
representation, covering genres from the Dutch colonial period to the present 
day. 
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From glove puppets of Chinese origin in East Java and Hakka religious 
processions in West Kalimantan, to wartime political theatre on Sumatra and 
contemporary Sino-Sundanese choirs and dance groups in Bandung, this book 
takes readers on a tour of hybrid and diverse expressions of identity, tracing 
the stories and strategies of minority self-representation over time. Each 
performance form is placed in its social and historical context, highlighting 
how Sino-Indonesian groups and individuals have represented themselves 
locally and nationally to the archipelago’s majority population as well as to 
Indonesian state power. 
In the last twenty years, the long political suppression of manifestations of 
Chinese culture in Indonesia has lifted, and a wealth of evidence now coming 
to light shows how Sino-Indonesians have long been an integral part of 
Indonesian culture, including the performing arts. Valorizing that contribution 
challenges essentialist readings of ethnicity or minority, complicates the profile 
of a group that is often considered solely in socioeconomic terms, and enriches 
the understanding of Indonesian culture, Southeast Asian Chinese identities, 
and transnational cultural exchanges. 
Minority Stages helps counter the dangerous either/or thinking that is a 
mainstay of ethnic essentialism in general and of Chinese and Indonesian 
nationalisms in particular, by showing the fluidity and adaptability of Sino-
Indonesian identity as expressed in performance and public display. 
http://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=667582 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Sociology 
 
Islamizing Intimacies: Youth, Sexuality, and Gender in Contemporary 
Indonesia / Nancy J. Smith-Hefner 
Honolulu, Hawaii: University of Hawaii Press, 2019 
xii, 250p. ; 9 b&w illustrations. 
Includes Index 
9780824878030 

1. Muslim youth ‒ Indonesia ‒ Yogyakarta ‒ Attitudes. 
2. Muslim youth ‒ Sexual behavior ‒ Indonesia ‒ Yogyakarta. 
3. Islam and secularism ‒ Indonesia ‒ Yogyakarta. 

$ 68.00 / HB 
524gm. 
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One of the great transformations presently sweeping the Muslim world involves 
not just political and economic change but the reshaping of young Muslims’ 
styles of romance, courtship, and marriage. Nancy J. Smith-Hefner takes up the 
personal lives and sexual attitudes of educated Muslim Javanese youth in the 
city of Yogyakarta to explore the dramatic social and ethical changes taking 
place in Indonesian society. Drawing on more than 250 interviews over a 
fifteen-year period, her vivid, well-crafted ethnography is full of insights into 
the real-life struggles of young Muslims and framed by a deep understanding of 
Indonesia’s wider debates on gender and youth culture. 
The changes among Muslim youth reflect an ongoing if at times unsteady 
attempt to balance varied ideals, ethical concerns, and aspirations. On the one 
hand, growing numbers of young people show a deep and pervasive desire for 
a more active role in their Islamic faith. On the other, even as they seek a 
more self-conscious and scripture-based profession of faith, many educated 
youth aspire to personal relationships similar to those seen among youth 
elsewhere̶a greater measure of informality, openness, and intimacy than was 
typical for their parents’ and grandparents’ generations. Young women in 
particular seek freedom for self-expression, employment, and social fulfillment 
outside of the home. Smith-Hefner pays particular attention to their shifting 
roles and perspectives because it is young women who have been most 
dramatically affected by the upheavals transforming this Muslim-majority 
country. Although deeply personal, the changing aspirations of young Muslims 
have immense implications for social and public life throughout Indonesia. 
The fruit of a longitudinal study begun shortly after the fall of the authoritarian 
New Order government and the return to democracy in 1998‒1999, the book 
reflects Smith-Hefner’s nearly forty years of anthropological engagement with 
the island of Java and her continuing exploration into what it means to be both 
“modern” and Muslim. The culture of the new Muslim youth, the author 
shows, through all its nuances and variations, reflects the inexorable 
abandonment of traditions and practices deemed incompatible with authentic 
Islam and an ongoing and profound Islamization of intimacies. 
http://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=618794 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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